raced at Dubai Autodrome on 14-
15 January. On the way he claimed several
prestigious scalps, most notably the current
CIK European Superkart Champion, Gavin
Bennett from Gloucester.

The Dubai 24 hours car race is now well
established but this was the first time that
superkarts had been invited as a support
class. The pilot experiment with just 15
participants appears to have gone down well
with the organisers.

Maasmann soon posted notice of his
intentions by setting the fastest time in the first
qualifying session ahead of fellow Dutchmen
Roy Panman and Arjan Kievithosch. However
Bennett bettered that by 0.4s in the second
session and so the Englishman claimed pole
position alongside Maasmann.

Race 1 was superb. Before the start there
was an anxiety in the minds of some that a
grid of just 15 on the 3560 metres circuit would
quickly spread out and become a procession.
There are, after all, usually upwards of 40
and sometimes 50 superkarts in this type of
race. In fact there was no cause for concern
whatsoever as the best dice was right at the
front with the top three grouped together
closely. At the chequered flag, Maasmann
was just clear of Panman who had less than
one tenth of a second to spare when finishing
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inches in front of Bennett. Indeed all three
were separated by less than half a second - a
very narrow margin after 20 minutes racing
over 14 laps of this long circuit.

Race 2 witnessed another blanket finish
and Maasmann’s only defeat of the event.
Kievitbosch had just 0.128s in hand in the
closest finish of the weekend. Unfortunately
we lost the prospect of an even better race
when Bennett went out on the 10th lap and
Panman one lap later. But Kevin Bushy
ensured a British
presence at the front
with 3rd place in front
of Dutch allround
motor racing legend
Cor Euser and the
only lady taking on

the guys, Priscilla
Speelman.
So after  two

fabulous races the
scene was all set
for a classic Final.
Maasmann was
looking for revenge
over Kievitbosch
for his narrow race
2 defeat. Bennett
meanwhile had
another chance to :

assert his authority Who likes being out in
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as the reigning European Champion.
Unfortunately, it has to be acknowledged
that despite carrying the massive prestige
for the winner this was not the best race of
the three. Maasmann was lapping quickest
by over half a second and this contributed to
an easy win over Bennett, who in turn had a
very comfortable margin over Kievitbosch
and Panman, the only drivers other than
Maasmann to previously get the better of him
on track.

the sun in their leathers?
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